NUMB. 27. l

FROM THURSDAY JANUARY 25, TO THURSDAY FEBRUARY I.

2

Ea autem est gloria , laus recte factorum> magnorumque in rempublicam
meritorum : Quae mm optimi cnjusqtte, turn etiam imrttitudinis testi-
monio comprobatur?

I AM thinking, what a mighty advantage it is to be enter-
tained as a writer to a ruined cause. I remember a
fanatic preacher, who was inclined to come into the Church,
and take orders ; but upon mature thoughts was diverted
from that design, when he considered that the collections of
the godly were a much heartier and readier penny, than he
could get by wrangling for tithes. He certainly had reason*
and the two cases are parallel. If you write in defence of a
fallen party, you are maintained by contribution as a neces-
sary person, you have little more to do than to carp and
cavil at those who hold the pen on the other side ; you are
sure to be celebrated and caressed by all your party, to a
man. You may affirm and deny what you please, without
truth or probability, since it is but loss of time to contradict
you. Besides, commiseration is often on your side, and you
have a pretence to be thought honest and disinterested, for
adhering to friends in distress. After which, if your party
ever happens to turn up again, you have a strong fund of

1                                   No. 26 in the reprint.   [T. S.]

2                              Writing to Stella, under date February 3rd, 171$, Swift says :
" They are plaguy Whigs, especially the sister Armstrong [Mrs. Arm-
strong, Lady Lucy's sister], the most insupportable of all women
pretending to wit, without any taste.   She was running down the last
* Examiner,' the prettiest I had read, with a character of the present
ministry" (voL ii., p. 112 of present edition.)  [T. S.]

3                                      "For that is true glory and praise for noble deeds that deserve well
of the state, when they not only win the approval of the best men but
also that of the multitude."  [T. S.]
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